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Comments – 13th Wings Family Day  
Guadalupe County Correctional Facility  
June 24, 2017 
Santa Rosa, NM 
 
The 13th Wings Family Day at Santa Rosa was held on June 24, 2017. There were 195 children 
and adult family members, 45 inmates, 20 volunteers from 17 congregations and 10 Correctional 
staff who were registered to attend.   

The prison was in a lock-down when we arrived, but the staff worked quickly to process the volun-
teers into the prison. The volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day, includ-
ing making the subs, cheese, and PB&J sandwiches, preparing the cookie platters, getting the 
chips into bags, and organizing the serving bags. Once everything was organized, we quickly 
moved all the supplies into the visiting room, and the family members and inmates helped us to set 
up quickly in that room. 

Chaplain Zenaida Bridges opened the Family Day in prayer.  We started with the traditional 
“Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the inmate praise band led the group 
in wonderful singing. The men are so enthusiastic and are such good musicians. Everyone loved 
them and joined in the singing and playing all the percussion instruments. 

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son, as we were celebrating FATHER’S Day.  The father, 
(Chaplain Bridges), the older son, and younger son were outfitted in lovely costumes.  “Dancing 
women”, children as “pigs”, and “card dealers” were also dressed in costume.  The audience was 
divided with half supporting the younger son – “Hi Dad”, and the other half supported the older 
son – “What about me?”  Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and 
fun, the Chaplain reflected about the story.  He reminded us that our FATHER will always come 
running to us, and always welcome us home, no matter how far we have strayed. It was a very 
meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

During this time the men were busy making cards and book markers with their children and 
grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and 
recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes 
for loved ones. 

Dinner was sub sandwiches, PB&J and cheese sandwiches, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion 
was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  We were very crowded in the visiting 
room so we played a “Get To Know You BINGO” game.  Each group of 10 people put their 
names on a Bingo sheet.  Something was called out and only one name could be crossed out for 
each questions.  i.e.  Oldest child, person who plays a musical instrument, someone who has flown 
in a helicopter, etc.  People got to know one another and everyone wanted to keep playing even 
after one group called out a full card BINGO. 



The Family Day ended in two huge circles around the open area with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Day Family Day today because: 
1. I wanted to share God’s love. 
2. Dad invited me. 
3. I was invited and I’m part of the Freedom Fellowship band. 
4. To see my father-in-law. 
5. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
6. To hear the Word. 
7. I wanted to spend time with family. 
8. We came to rejoice and visit my brother. 
9. To see and visit my sonny.  To have fun. 
10. I was invited by my son. 
11. My son invited me. 
12. To see my dad. 
13. See my brother.  
14. Grandchildren seeing dad. 
15. Because it is nice to have my family together. 
16. To spend time with my husband. 
17. I love my kids. 
18. I love my dad. 
19. Love my son. 
20. It’s a Christ-based family event. 
21. To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 
22. To see my son. 
23. To visit my brother. 
24. I’m incarcerated. 
25. To be with my son. 
26. I get to spend time with my son. 
27. To see my brother and enjoy time spent. 
28. I am a volunteer. 
29. I needed to see my husband and my dear Lord got me here safe.  I thank the Lord for all you guys 

did. 
30. To spend time with my husband and fellowship with one another. 
31. To spend time with my son-in-law. 
32. I wanted to spend quality time with my boyfriend and his kids and his family. 
33. I have my son here and I believe the love and prayer are very strong. 
34. I love my son, and he’s an inmate here. 
35. To have a good time. 
36. To spend it with my son. 
37. I came to see my brother. 
38. To celebrate our fathers and the Father in heaven. 
39. I was invited. 
40. To see the love of my life. 



The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. The play. (The Prodigal Son.) 
2. My son and I together. 
3. Spending time together. 
4. Everything was a highlight for me. 
5. Seeing my father-in-law. 
6. Family. 
7. Seeing my daughter spend time with her uncle. 
8. The skit and participating in the story. 
9. The food and the skit (story). 
10. Singing and prayer. 
11. Eating and prayer. 
12. Seeing my brother. 
13. Watching my son play with his grandpa. 
14. Being with my son. 
15. Family time and songs. 
16. Singing and being with family. 
17. Making a basket for dad. 
18. Dad and kids, arts and crafts. 
19. Sharing conversation with my family. 
20. The food. 
21. Everyday contact among all. 
22. Family time. 
23. Seeing my son. 
24. Being able to laugh, hug, and spend time with my brother. 
25. Was exciting. 
26. Was seeing my son with his niece.  To move around. 
27. Listening to all the kind words and hope. 
28. Having fun. 
29. Food. 
30. Everything that was planned was wonderful. 
31. Worshiping and spending time with our loved ones. 
32. Spending time with my boyfriend. 
33. Unconditional love and to be able share the togetherness. 
34. The joy to see others come together. 
35. The joy. 
36. Seeing my son dress up. (In the Prodigal Son play.) 
37. I loved the worship and meeting new people. 
38. Watching the guys play in the sand. 
39. Singing, eating and play. 
40. Hugging my grandson. 
41. Seeing my loved ones and seeing others get to see their family. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. It sets a positive impact on changing. 
2. It’s a beautiful thing. 
3. It allows us to have fun, play games, and pray together. 
4. Because it’s the right thing to do. 



5. Spend time with grandson. 
6. Brings you closer to your family. 
7. It’s fun. 
8. It is inspiring and it lights up your heart. 
9. It’s good for families to bond with their father, brother, or son, who is in prison. 
10. It helps the inmates. 
11. Gets family together. 
12. It’s good for the families. 
13. So fathers and husbands get to have a Family Day with their kids. 
14. Fun with family and son in prison doing normal activities. 
15. Good for families. 
16. Means a lot to family, especially the children. 
17. It brings families together. 
18. It’s important to stay connected to family and friends. 
19. Family reunification. 
20. Makes all feel human. 
21. It’s very positive and in a loving Christ-based atmosphere. 
22. It allowed me to be able to see my son. 
23. It allows us to interact and have fun with all our loved ones. 
24. Because these inmates get to be a real part of the family. 
25. It’s good for everyone to interact and come together. 
26. It encourages the inmates and family to learn about God. 
27. It’s really good quality time and much funnier, and less serious than normal visits which are stricter.  Al-

lows the kids to have happier memories of their father. 
28. It is a very positive way to share the love and sharing it all together. 
29. Maybe all the inmates will want to have a relationship with the Lord and have fun and food. 
30. It helps families bond. 
31. It’s a life changer. 
32. It brings families closer together and learn about our heavenly Father and Jesus Christ. 
33. We get to see our loved ones. 
34. They work. 
35. It’s a good fun time. 
36. Brings family together. 

I appreciate Prison Fellowship, 1687 Foundation Books, the Guideposts 
Magazines,  Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and books, donated 
homemade cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. God bless you all! 
2. I appreciate your gratitude. 
3. God bless. 
4. Please continue. 
5. I appreciate it. 
6. May God bless you all richly. 
7. Thank you. 
8. Very much appreciated. 
9. It was great, God bless you all. 
10. You do a GREAT job.  
11. It was a wonderful day for me and my family. 
12. God bless. 
13. Bless you all that you do. 



14. May God bless. 
15. You are appreciated. 
16. Informative and hopeful. 
17. We appreciate it. 

Miles driven one way to come to the Family Day: 

40, 54, 59, 60, 80, 90, 99, 116, 120, 125, 130, 139, 140, 143, 146, 149, 170, 175, 240, 300, 1000  

Additional Comments: 

1. My strength in the Lord has shown me how important it is to have a relationship with him. 
2. The strongest assets in my family are love, forgiveness, advice, sharing and eating. 
3. I would like to work harder on ending jealousy. 
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